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Practice Practice Component Practice Type Description Units  Unit Cost 
 

327 - Conservation 
Cover

Permanent native 
Cover - Medium 
Intensity Weed 

Control

This practice is primarily intended to include native plantings on farm edges and in other areas not in 
production, and be applied to land needing permanent native herbaceous cover and pre-plant control of 
medium intensity weeds Medium intensity is a density of weeds that are 25%-50% cover. This involves 
establishing and maintaining permanent native vegetative cover to protect soil and water resources, and 
provide wildlife habitat. Restoration and re-establishment of perennial herbaceous native plant material may 
include grasses, forbs, shrubs, trees. This Conservation Cover activity is for planting of permanent cover with 
control of herbaceous, persistent, invasive and noxious weeds that may compete with permanent cover 
establishment. Medium intensity is defined as a project where the density of perennial weeds is 25%-50% 
cover or project area can be treated with ATV and may require one or more additional treatments after 
initial treatment.

ac  $   1,042.69 

587 - Structure for 
Water Control

Flash Board Riser
Collection Structure when necessary to provide precise application of water in accordance with migratory 
bird habitat objectives.  Eligible for payments only when needed to apply practice code 646.

no  $   1,076.25 

344 - Residue 
Management

Rice Residue 
management - Low 

Intensity

Managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other plant residue on the soil surface while 
limiting the soil-disturbing activities.  Prepare fields following harvest by chop, stomp, burn, or light 
disking/light chiseling to reduce stubble height.  Stubble disking or deep chiseling that buries more than 35% 
of stubble is not allowed under this option. This practice is intended for fields that are not winter flooded.  
Place boards in two weeks after harvest to retain water that may accumulate from precipitation, which may 
increase straw decomposition without the added expense of applying winter water.

ac 4.16$           

646 - Shallow Water 
Development and 

Management

Variable Drawdown - 
Low Intensity

Winter flood on cropland by hold/maintain flood until Febrary 1.  Slowly drawdown after February 1 - pull 
25% of board height or field area per week from February 1 through March 1 or later for drawdown.  
Practice to be used on fields where a rice decomp water is currently applied and allowed to drain or actively 
held through winter months and released all at once.  

ac 9.13$           

646 - Shallow Water 
Development and 

Management

Variable Drawdown - 
High Intensity

Winter flood on cropland by hold/maintain flood until Febrary 1.  Slowly drawdown after February 1 - pull 
25% of board height or field area per week from February 1 through March 1 or later for drawdown.  
Practice to be used on fields where a rice decomp water is currently applied and allowed to drain.  Practice 
will require actively retaining and replenishing water to maintain a minimum water depth of 4-8 inches until 
February 1. Starting water depth of enrolled fields must be at least 4" on February 1.

ac 61.67$         

646 - Shallow Water 
Development and 

Management

Seasonal Inundation - 
Fall or Spring Flood up

FALL: Intended to provide habitat to early migrants when flooded habitat is otherwise limited.  Flood up shall 
be for a minimum of 30 days between August 15th and October 1.  SPRING:  Intended to provide nesting and 
brood-rearing habitat for local nesting birds.  Flood up shall be from April 1 - July 15.  BOTH: Maintain water 
level at 1-4 inches.  Maximum 20% emergent vegetation cover is allowed.  Chop, stomp, burn, or light 
disking/light chiseling is allowable for stubble management.  Stubble disking or deep chiseling that buries 
more than 35% of stubble is not allowed. ac 72.04$         

646 - Shallow Water 
Development and 

Management
Critical habitat Ponds

Convert a cold-water intake check to serve as a warming basin for the remainder of the field.  Manage this 
warming pond as a brood pond/nesting pond.  Management of water at depths between 2"-12", annual 
control of cattail and other emergent vegetation post-drawdown, and maintenance of rice checks will 
provide suitable habitat for migratory and non-migratory waterbirds, including shorebirds, waterfowl and 
wading birds, amphibians and aquatic reptiles.  Pond will be drawn down when adjacent rice fields are drawn 
down in late summer before harvest.  Emergent vegetation will be managed with stubble disk at same time 
as rice harvest to maintain at least 50% open water. 

ac 248.50$       

657 - Wetland 
Restoration

Shaping and Grading

Shaping and grading to restore wetland micro-topography currently farmed or grazed, including digging 
ponds and swales, and building islands and peninsulas. Earth moved will be deposited as minimally 
compacted fill, not as structural fill for dikes. This scenario is to address those situations where some amount 
of de-leveling to create diversity in the pond bottom is desired and dikes are not needed.  This scenario also 
includes some weed control and establishment of wetland vegetation, primarily tule transplants and tree 
cuttings. Wetland restoration will improve wetland habitat and hydrologic values and also improve surface 
and ground water quality. ac 248.07$       

657 - Wetland 
Restoration

Planting Only

This scenario is based on intensive planting of wetland vegetation on degraded wetlands using primarily 
plugs, potted plants, or transplants of native sedges, rushes, grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees. This practice 
activity also includes the cost of the pre-plant weed control (up to 2 yrs.), seedbed preparation, and 
post-plant weed control (up to 3 yrs.). Wetlands rehabilitated will improve wetland habitat and hydrologic 
values and also improve surface and ground water quality. ac 961.99$       
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657 - Wetland 
Restoration

Northern CA and 
Sacramento Valley

Restore wetlands on land previously farmed to rice, in North Central Valley. Restoration would consist of 
installing water control structures and levees/dikes to manage water, excavating the pond bottom to 
develop micro-topographic relief, weed control and planting wetland vegetation, including tule transplants 
and willow/cottonwood pole cuttings. This scenario includes all features of wetland restoration except the 
upland components which may include Conservation Cover, Critical Area Planting, and/or Tree/Shrub 
Establishment. The costs for structural practices (Dike - 356 and Structure for Water Control - 587) are 
already included and should NOT be scheduled separately. Wetlands restored will improve wetland habitat 
and hydrologic values and also improve surface and ground water quality. ac 514.43$       

734 - Fish and Wildlife 
Structure

Brush Pile/Rock Pile

This practice involves constructing, installing, and maintaining a wildlife brush pile to provide escape, nesting, 
and resting cover.  It is applied on sites where a habitat evaluation has revealed that ground cover is a 
limiting factor for the targeted wildlife species and where natural recovery of that habitat element is either 
unlikely or will take many years. A brush pile consists of at least 1 cubic yard of stacked woody materials 
(branches, logs, etc.) found on site that are a by-product of another treatment (e.g., thinning).  Rock piles 
may also be developed when the targeted species are reptiles/amphibians. Brush piles are typically 
contracted/installed according to designs and specifications contained in the NRCS Wildlife Brush Piles Job 
Sheet.

no 112.50$       

734 - Fish and Wildlife 
Structure

Nesting/Roosting - 
Simple

This practice involves constructing, installing, maintaining, and monitoring artificial wildlife structures to 
provide nesting/roosting cover.  It is applied on sites where a habitat evaluation has revealed that nesting or 
roosting cover is a limiting factor for the targeted wildlife species and where natural recovery of those 
habitat elements is either unlikely or will take many years.  Simple nesting/roosting structures include simple 
songbird houses, bat houses (single-chambered), or bee boxes that are typically secured to an existing 
feature (barn, tree, post, etc.) and do not require installation of an additional support structure.  Structures 
are typically built/installed according to designs and specifications contained in: “Artificial Nesting 
Structures” (NRCS Tech. Note 190-23), “Bats” (NRCS Tech. Note 190-4), bat house designs from Bat 
Conservation International, "Farming for Bees: Guidelines for Providing Native Bee Habitat on Farms" (The 
Xerces Society), "Nests for Native Bees" (The Xerces Society). no 30.00$         

734 - Fish and Wildlife 
Structure

Nesting/Roosting - 
Complex

This practice involves constructing, installing, maintaining, and monitoring artificial wildlife structures to 
provide nesting/roosting cover.  It is applied on sites where a habitat evaluation has revealed that nesting or 
roosting cover is a limiting factor for the targeted wildlife species and where natural recovery of those 
habitat elements is either unlikely or will take many years.  Complex nesting/roosting structures include large 
bird houses, bat houses (multi-chambered), or nesting platforms for waterfowl/raptors that require 
installation of an additional support structure.
Structures are typically built/installed according to designs and specifications contained in: “Artificial Nesting 
Structures” (NRCS leaflet No. 20), and “Bats” (NRCS Leaflet No. 5).

no 150.00$       

734 - Fish and Wildlife 
Structure

Owl Artificial Burrow

This practice involves constructing, installing, maintaining, and monitoring artificial burrows to provide 
burrowing owl habitat.  It is applied on sites where a habitat evaluation has revealed that nesting or roosting 
cover is a limiting factor for the targeted wildlife species and where natural recovery of those habitat 
elements is either unlikely or will take many years to develop.  This requires following the design described in 
John Barclay 2008, "A Simple Artificial Burrow Design for Burrowing Owls".

no 150.00$       

734 - Fish and Wildlife 
Structure

3 Loafing Islands on 
Rice Ground

This practice involves constructing, maintaining, and monitoring loafing structures to provide nesting/loafing 
cover for shorebird, waterbirds and waterfowl.  This practice applies to croplands grown to rice or other 
crops capable of being managed for shallow water management objectives, where a habitat appraisal guide 
has identified that nesting/loafing cover is a limiting factor for shorebirds, waterbirds, waterfowl, or other 
wetland wildlife and where natural recovery of that habitat element is either unlikely or will take many years 
to naturally develop.  Islands need to be managed for breeding habitat from March - July.  Vegetated areas 
can be used for breeding waterfowl.  Encourage some non-vegetated areas for breeding shorebirds.  Island 
will be a minimum of 800 sq ft above the waterline with slopes of between 8:1 and 10:1 with a one foot 
freeboard. There will be one created island per 10 acres. Three island minimum per project.

set of 
3 3,731.25$    

734 - Fish and Wildlife 
Structure

Basking Structure

This practice involves constructing, installing, maintaining, and monitoring basking structures to provide 
basking/loafing cover.  It is applied in wetlands and ponds where a habitat evaluation has revealed that 
basking/loafing cover is a limiting factor for turtles, amphibians, or other wetland wildlife and where natural 
recovery of that habitat element is either unlikely or will take many years. 
Basking structures usually consist of a large dead tree placed in a wetland/pond in direct sunlight.  An ideal 
basking log will have equal surface area exposed to the sun and submerged under water as a place for turtles 
and amphibians to hide if startled.  Structures are anchored to reduce movement. 

no 600.00$       
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